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Realized by the World Economic Forum  in 
partnership with Marsh & McLennan Companies 

and Zurich Insurance Group

14th edition

~900 Experts worldwide surveyed

30 global risks plotted

13 trends identified  - that can amplify global 
risks
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EVOLVING GLOBAL RISK LANDSCAPE (2009 -2019)

Top 5 Global Risks - Likelihood

Top 5 Global Risks - Impact
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TOP BUSINESS LEADER CONCERNS IN ITALY VS EUROPE

Asset bubble2

Financial Institutions failure4

High unemployment5

Large Cyber attacks1

National governance failure3

Note: WEF Executive Opinion Survey (12,548 responses worldwide; 2,922 in Europe). 

National governance failure3

Terrorist attacks5

Financial Institution failure1

Natural Catastrophes2

Asset bubble4

Rank Italy Rank Europe
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RISK COMMUNITY FEARS FOR 2019 – ISSUES ON THE RISE

Major-power 
economic tensions

Major-power 
political tensions

Populist and 
nativist agendas

Cyber-attacks
(operations / 

infrastructures)

Erosion of
trade relations

91% 88% 85% 83%

Loss of confidence 
in security alliances

82% 80%

Cyber-attacks (theft 
of data / money) 

Media echo chambers 
/ ‘fake news’

69%72%

Economic Environmental Geopolitical TechnologicalSocietal
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TOP TRENDS SHAPING GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE NEXT 10 YEARS
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GROWING CHALLENGES

Unsustainable pressure of use

Vulnerability to disasters

Rapid economic and population growth

New forms of infrastructure
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SIGNIFICANT FINANCING GAP
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THE CONTROL PARADOX
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THE CONTROL PARADOX

Survey respondents
expecting to live a worse

life than their parents

CHINA

5%

USA

30%

UK

30%

FRANCE
ALMOST

60%
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https://www.marsh.com/it/it/insi
ghts/research-briefings/the-global-
risks-report-2019.html

https://www.weforum.org/reports/the-global-
risks-report-2019

https://www.marsh.com/it/it/insights/research-briefings/the-global-risks-report-2019.html



